The Voice

I am the Voice of one crying in the Wilderness
Jobn 1:23
St. John’s Greek Orthodox Church is a vibrant community that is built upon our
fellowship in God. We have a drive to teach and engage our youth in faith and
culture, as well as, to do good within the surrounding areas
where we worship and beyond.
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In Thanksgiving
Titsa Fotopulos Pelzman
SPONSORSHIP FORM
Yes!
I would like to sponsor an issue of the “VOICE”
Name:_________________________________________
In memory of:___________________________________

Youth Advisors:
Ria Konstantatos and Athena Marneris, Niko Wheeler,
Robert DeCristofaro

In honor of: ____________________________________
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Niko Wheeler
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Adult Dance Troupe: Vasili Kreatsoulas

Other: _________________________________________

Please make check payable to
“St. John the Baptist Church”

OCTOBER CHURCH SERVICES
Social distancing/wearing of face mask will be adhered to

WE WILL BE LIVE-STREAMING THE
SUNDAY SERVICES

FACEBOOK
St. John’s Greek Orthodox Church Blue Point
NY

Sunday Services

Resume regular Sunday hours
Matins 8:45 am Divine Liturgy 10:00 am
Weekday/Saturday Services
Matins/Divine Liturgy - 8:30 am

CHURCH WEBSITE
https://www.stjohnsbluepoint.org/live-stream

Sunday, 10/4

St. Hierotheos, Bishop of
Athens

LIGHT A CANDLE
You can have a candle(s) at church lit in memory of
or the health of, by clicking ‘Light a Candle’ in the
slider section or through the DONATE tab
www.stjohnsbluepoint.org/donate/candles

Sunday, 10/11

The Sundayof the 7th
Ecumeical Council

Sunday, 10/18

St. Luke the Evangelist

Sunday, 10/25

St. Tabitha, Raised by Peter

Monday, 10/26

St. Demetrios

Wednesday, 10/28

Holy Protection of the
Theotokos

ATTENDING SERVICES
We are still limited as to the number of parishioners
that we can have seated in the church due to government protocols. It was decided that we will accommodate the appropriate number of parishioners in
the church, as well as the choir loft. When we reach
maximum capacity in the church, we will begin to
seat people in the Community Center. The Community Center will be equipped with a mounted large
screen television that will be utilized to livestream
the liturgy.

HOLY COMMUNION

Holy Communion will now be offered at the
appropriate time during the Divine Liturgy
Θα μεταδίδουμε διαδυκτιακά μόνο τη
λειτουργία τις Κυριακές
FACEBOOK

St. John’s Greek Orthodox Church Blue Point NY

Ιστοσελίδα Εκκλησίας-CHURCH WEBSITE
https://www.stjohnsbluepoint.org/live-stream
Πώς μπορείτε να παρακολουθήσετε τις
Λειτουργίες
Είμαστε περιορισμένοι ως προς τον αριθμό των
ενοριτών που μπορούν να είναι μέσα
στην
εκκλησία
λόγω
κυβερνητικών
οδηγιών.
Αποφασίστηκε ότι θα φιλοξενήσουμε τον
κατάλληλο αριθμό ενοριτών στην εκκλησία, καθώς
και τη σοφίτα της χορωδίας. Όταν φτάσουμε τη
μέγιστη χωρητικότητα στην εκκλησία, θα
αρχίσουμε να καθίζουμε άτομα στο Κοινοτικό
Κέντρο. Το Κοινοτικό Κέντρο θα είναι εξοπλισμένο
με μια μεγάλης οθόνης τηλεόραση που θα
χρησιμοποιηθεί για ζωντανή μετάδοση της

.

Λειτουργίες του Οκτώβριοu
Ακολουθίες τις Κυριακές

Ορθρος 8:45π.μ.

Θεία Λειτουργία 10:00 π.μ.

Καθημερινές Ακολουθίες
Όρθρος/Θεία Λειτουργία 8:30 π.μ.
Κυριακή, 4/10

Ἱερόθεος Ἐπίσκοπος Ἀθηνῶν

Κυριακή, 13/10

Την Κυριακή του 7ου
Οικουμενικού Συμβουλίου

Κυριακή, 18/10

Εὐαγγελιστὴς Λουκᾶς

Κυριακή, 25/10

Μαρκιανός καὶ Μαρτύριος

Δευτέρα, 26/10

Δημήτριος ὁ Μεγαλομάρτυς

Τετάρτη , 28/10

Ἁγία Σκέπη τῆς Θεοτόκου

PLEASE NOTE
Fr. Dean will be away from
October 14 through the 24th

September Gyro Day

Saint Paul founded the Christian community at
Thessalonica on his second missionary journey that
began immediately after the Council of Jerusalem.
He wrote his First Letter to the Thessalonians in
50/51 AD. He wrote his first letter to commend and
encourage them. He offered consolation for their
members who had died in Christ and urged them
not to focus on their earthly sufferings but on Jesus'
glorious Second Advent. The theme of Christ's Second Coming reoccurs throughout his two letters to
the Christians of Thessalonica, providing some of
the most in-depth New Testament passages on that
glorious future event.

October 7

1 Thessalonians 3
Appointed to Affliction

October 28

1 Thessalonians 4
Confidence in the Coming of Jesus

November 4 1 Thessalonians 5
Ready for the Day of the Lord
November 18 2 Thessalonians 1
The Godly character of a
Persecuted Church
December 2 2 Thessalonians 2
The Coming of that Day
December 9 2 Thessalonians 3
Guidance for Church Life

Covid report as of September 24 , 2020
55 Parishioners and Ministries have responded
We have collected $24,236.00
THANK YOU!

Stewardship Report as of September 24, 2020
We have received 169 Pledges
Amount Pledged - $85,722.00
Amount Received - $82,722.00
If you have not submitted your 2020 pledge, please to do so as soon as possible
and please keep it at the same level you offered last year.

GYRO DAY FINANCIAL REPORT
This year, we had no choice in how we were to present our Greek Festival. We knew that we would have to adapt and change and this presented a
number of challenges.
These challenges were met with amazing enthusiasm and creativity from
which our “Gyro Drive Thru” was born!
Everyone responded with the utmost care, attention to detail and with the
understanding that keeping one another safe was a priority.
Thank you to all the parishioners that have worked so diligently during
these events. From the Parish Council under the leadership of Leo
Hadzigeorgiou, our Philoptochos Ladies, to Olympia Gouvis, Cynthia Drivas and Vasili Kreatsoulas who ran the advertising and media, to our order
takers, to Ria Konstantatos and Vasili and all who helped with the innovative recreation of Greece, to Christine Pappas and all who helped make the
Sweepstakes among the best ever, the cooks under the direction of Kostas
Mokkas, the food assemblers, packers, runners — the list is long. And always, thank you to our community for purchasing, donating and enjoying
the food and effort that supports St. John’s!

September Gyro Day
Food Sales - $12,948.75
Expenses - $7,081.02

(Food, paper goods, advertising,
building materials, dish washers)

Donations Received
$600.00

(soda, water, publicity)

Profit Amount
$5,867.73
We thank everyone who
helped that day!
It was a day of fun, Fellowship and Work!
GYRO DAY INCOME

The comments we are receiving have been positive as our patrons are complimenting the organizational structure and how delicious the food was.

June
$7,841.00

Covid-19 may mean that we don’t see each other the way we would like,
but we have definitely proven that our Parish Family possesses a cohesive
bond of love and faith in God that is realized by the faithful Stewardship
being lived.

July
$12,778.00

The success of the three Gyro events strengthens what I have always realized about our Parish, that we have so much potential in strengthening and
building up our Parish to the Glory of our God!
Fr. Dean

September
$5,867
Total Income - $26,486

Moving Forward in Ministries
Social distancing/wearing of face mask will be adhered to

Greek School
News!
Hello everyone! Greek
School Classes has begun!
We have prepared a reopening plan following a
hybrid model with inperson instruction and a
simultaneous virtual instruction. With this synchronous method of learning, the children will get the
chance to learn Greek language and Culture every
Friday from 5:30pm to 7:00pm, whether they choose
to join us in our school, or from home via a video
conferencing platform. All teachers have been trained
to use the new technological tools in class, and we
are ready to implement the new government guidelines for safety and health due to COVID-19. Even
though it will be a new way of conducting a lesson,
we are all excited to see our students live or virtually!! You may register you child on line through the
parish
website
or
email
us
at: elliniko.bluepointny@gmail.com

Choir
Ministry
Sunday October 4,
2020 our Archdiocese celebrates
our Church Musicians. It is fitting our choir will begin for our first
liturgy since March.
We rehearse the second and fourth Tuesday of each
month at 6:30 in the choir loft. Please come join our
growing family. No musical experience required,
merely a love for our Lord.
If you’ve ever considered participating in the liturgy,
NOW is the time.
Looking forward to seeing you soon.

Welcome to
Sunday
School!
We encourage
you to bring your
children to
participate!
Pre-school and Kindergarten
will begin at 10:30 am.
Class time for all other grades will begin
following Holy Communion.
Grades 1 – 5
Grades 6-8
High School
Lessons are only 30 minutes
As we follow
CDC and Parish
regulations
students and
teachers must
wear face mask
at all time.
No food will be allowed in the classrooms.
Attendance will be taken

.

Moving Forward in Parish Ministries
Philoptochos Women's Ministry
Our Philoptochos had our first meeting for the
2020-2021 year. Given that we are still limited in
the number of people that can gather, our meeting
was well attended and we reviewed our schedule
for the first half of the year.
Our first fundraiser for this season is our Outdoor
Paint and Pasta Event on Saturday October 3rd
starting at 2pm. Join us for a fun event as we
paint your choice of wine glasses or a vase in a
fall theme, followed by a pasta dinner. A portion
of the proceeds will go to Breast Cancer Research
so plus support this event.
We have started a Book Drive and are gathering books that are in good condition on Sundays after church thru
October 11th. The books will be forwarded to the troops through Operation Paperback and to needy children/
families through Book Fairies. Please see Mary Luciano if you have books to donate or any questions.
We are also gathering recipes for a reprint of our Philoptochos Cookbook so if you have any recipes you
want to contribute, please forward to Olga Halpin at olgah518@aol.com.
Our annual Chinese Auction has been modified to Virtual and In-Person Fundraiser for the first 2 weeks in
November as we present MONOPOLY: SJPhilo Edition 2020. The baskets will be posted online and tickets
can be purchased for each basket from November 1st to November 14th on our new Philoptochos website. The baskets will be displayed in the Cultural Center on Saturday November 14th and Sunday November
15th for people who would like to see the baskets and purchase their tickets in person. We will be limiting the
number of people who will be viewing, social distancing will be observed and masks are required. We will
pick the winning tickets on Sunday and broadcast live on Facebook. Please support this event by purchasing
raffle tickets, donating a gift card or gift basket, being an event sponsor and most importantly, purchasing
tickets for the basket auction. Raffle tickets can be purchased after church services or you can contact us at
sjfundraising@gmail.com for more information. We have many beautiful gift baskets and exciting prizes.
We will start posting previews on Facebook so be sure to like @StJohnsPhiloptochosBluePoint.
Thank you to everyone in our St. John’s community who supports all our Philoptochos projects and events.
If you are interested in helping the needy in our
community and participating in our different
events, please joins us!
If you know of anyone in need of assistance
please do not hesitate to contact our President,
Toula Dimos or Father Dean. If you need to
reach Philoptochos you can also email us at
sjladiesfundraising@gmail.com.

Moving Forward in Ministries
Social distancing/wearing of face mask will be adhered to

Mega Raffle Prize Winners
1st Prize - $10,000

Catherine Monaco Vezeris

2nd Prize - $4,000
Stavroula Mokkas
Martha Loizides
Paraskevi Boutsikos
Olympia Gouvis
Olga Halpin

3rd Prize - $3,000

Sophia and Philip Bouklas

4th Prize - $2,000

Andrew and Kristen Kalos

Vassiliki Spyris
Christine Pappas
Toula Dimos
Katerina Panagiotakopoulou
Catherine Monaco Vezeris

5th Prize - $1,000
Steve Miluid $1,000

Congratualtions ot the Winners!

Ambulance Donated by Aega Chapter of
the Daughters of Penelope
Saves Many Lives
Evia, Greece
The town of Oktonia on Evia was experiencing tragedy on a regular
basis. About an hour away from the nearest hospital, with their old
ambulance broken down beyond repair, critical patients were being
transported to the hospital on the back of pick up trucks. Many people were dying en route including a man in his 50s and a pregnant
mother.
When President Elaine Katsikas saw this on the Greek news, she
approached the sisters of Aega chapter who decided to make it their
project. Since then, the ambulance has saved many lives so that, at
the town’s request, the Archbishop of Athens visited to bless the
project. The town currently is holding a blood drive, and the ambulance and EMS workers have helped in the present flooding crisis in
Evia.
The process was not easy. Elaine explains it in her own words. “I approached Leo Hadzigeorgiou for his assistance in locating an affordable used ambulance. It wasn't long before he located something for our consideration. He had found a used ambulance with a perfect shell but it didn't work and the interior had been
stripped of all equipment. It doesn't sound appealing, but the price was right - it was free.
The next challenge was to see if we could get to run. I had the ambulance shell delivered to Long Island Gutters where George Dimou checked the mechanics of the ambulance. Good news - he could fix it, and he
would donate his time and all the necessary parts to repair it. It took some time, but the ambulance was finally running! Now, the interior had to be equipped. It was back to Leo Hadzigeorgiou for a list of items that go
into an ambulance and where to find them. Throughout this time, the sisters of Aega Chapter had been holding fundraisers for the ambulance. Leo Hadzigeorgiou, George Dimou and the Aega members worked together to equip the ambulance. The most difficult challenge was to find a stretcher that would fit in the ambulance and would have a special leveling device for Greece's rocky terrain.
Finally, the ambulance was ready to be shipped, but the funds had been exhausted equipping the ambulance.
George Dimou approached the owner of Hercules Movers to explain our goal. He was willing to help us out.
He would transport the ambulance for free! We had one more challenge ahead of us, and it would prove to be
the most difficult challenge of all. The ambulance had arrived in Greece, but customs would not release it to
the villagers - they were holding the ambulance until tariffs were paid and complicated paperwork was filed
with the government. It was difficult to believe that after all our accomplishments in the USA, the villagers
would continue to die because of paperwork. George Dimou paid the tariffs, but that wasn't enough, we still
had paperwork to contend with. Once again, George Dimou stepped forward to resolve our problem. He
hired an attorney to complete the paperwork and answer their seemingly infinite list of questions. It took over
a year, but finally the Greek government released the life saving ambulance to the villagers! “
Congratulations Aega Chapter and especially to President Elaine Katsikas, her husband George Dimou and
Leo Hadzigeorgiou for your unselfish, compassionate efforts on behalf of our brethren.

HEADING TO COLLEGE
IN THE FALL?
We ask call college/Graduate students or the parent of a student heading to college in the fall
(whether remote or in person) , please be sure to
give the Church Office a mailing and email address so we can stay connected throughout the
school year!
Please send to office@stjohnsbluepoint.org

Important
Hospital ministry is an integral part of the ministry
of the Church. If you would like Fr. Dean to visit
you or a family member in the hospital, rehabilitation center or adult care center please contact him
or the Church Office.
If you or a loved one is homebound and cannot
attend Church please know the Church will come
to you.
Please call Fr. Dean to schedule a visit
Cell - 631-576-6779

ST. JOHN’S ON SOCIAL MEDIA
Facebook
St. John’s Greek
Orthodox Church Blue Point NY
Website
Stjohnsbluepoint.org
Instagram
stjohnsbpny

To St John’s
congregation on the
celebration of my
97th Birthday!
Thank you for the exquisite tribute you gave me on
my 97th birthday. You
came to my neighborhood
honking horns. I was extremely excited to see you all. I appreciate your
kindness, all your gifts, and your efforts on my
behalf, especially your cards, flowers and balloons. You made me so happy. I shall never forgot your efforts and your love. I have remained in
my home since march and I can’t wait for the corona virus to disappear or change for the better.
We’ll be together in our beloved St. John’s.
Sincerely, Titsa Fotopulos Pelzman
Στην ελληνορθόδοξη εκκλησία του Αγίου
Ιωάννη για τον εορτασμό των 97 χρόνων
γενεθλίων μου.
Σας ευχαριστώ για το εξαιρετικό αφιέρωμα που
μου δώσατε στα 97 γενέθλιά μου.
Ήρθατε στη γειτονιά μου και κορνάρατε! Ήμουν
πολύ ενθουσιασμένη που σας είδα όλους. Εκτιμώ
την καλωσύνη σας, όλα τα δώρα σας και ό,τι
κάνατε για μένα, ειδικά τις κάρτες, τα λουλούδια
και τα μπαλόνια σας. Με κάνατε τόσο χαρούμενη.
Δεν θα ξεχάσω ποτέ τις προσπάθειές σας και την
αγάπη σας. Έχω μείνει στο σπίτι μου από τον
Μάρτιο και δεν μπορώ να περιμένω να
εξαφανιστεί ο κορωνοιός ή να αλλάξει προς το
καλύτερο.
Θα βρεθούμε σύντομα μαζί στον αγαπημένο μας
Άγιο Ιωάννη.
Με εκτιμηση,
Titsa Φωτόπουλος Pelzman
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